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STUDENTS  AND  POLITICAL  STRIKES*
(1)

I have received several letters from students in Madras and
the United Provinces regarding their demonstrations over
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's arrest and imprisonment and the
threatened reprisals by the Governments concerned. The stu-
dents now desire to have a strike of protest and ask for my
advice.

When the whole world hangs its head in shame over the
imprisonment of one? of India's noblest and bravest sons, it is no
wonder that the student world in India is shaken to its roots.
Whilst, therefore, my sympathy is wholly with them, I must
adhere to the view that the students were wrong ih their
walk-out as a mark of their resentment over Jawaharlal Nehru's
imprisonment. The Governments of the two provinces are more
than wrong in their threats of reprisals.

The students will, however, do well not to resort to the
contemplated strike of protest. If they desire my advice they
should send an authorized representative, who is in full pos-
session of the facts of which I have but a very superficial know-
ledge. I shall gladly give guidance for what it may be worth.
They know how much I would value their whole-hearted co-
operation in the struggle I am endeavouring to lead* In any
case, they will spoil their own and damage the national cause
by ill-conceived and hasty action,

(2)

My attention has been drawn to some paragraphs appearing
in the Press, purporting to give my opinion about the questions
agitating the students. I have not read all that has appeared
in the Press, if only because I want to conserve my energy on
which, of late, I have been obliged to put an unduly heavy
strain. My opinion is firm. No provocation should be allowed to

* Two statements issued to the Press, deprecating political strikes by
students, in Nov. 1940.
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